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SELECTMEN’S REPORT. 


Whole amount committed to the Collector, 


$5,306 95 


The Collector has discharged himself as follows : 


Paid State Treasurer, | 1,239 30 
County ‘Treasurer, 890. 23 
Town ‘Treasurer, 2,600 30 
Non-resident highway receipts, 20. 22 
Collector’s poundage, 79 59 

$4,829 64 


Amount due from the Collector, 

Whole amount of money and receipts, 
returned by the ‘l'reasurer, 30,760 58 
Whole amount paid out, 29,788 33 


Remaining in the treasury, 
Due from Overseer of the Poor, 


Receipts. 


Received of Wm. H: Currier, Collector for 1862, 


Town ‘Treasurer, 
James §S. Elkins, on note, 
Lydia French, ‘ 
Oran G. Cllley 5 
Hannah H. Clough, “ 
Mittie C. Clough, “ 
S. P. Fowler, 
Jonathan Randall, 
Ruth Chase, 

Marden & Elkins, 
John Lyford, 

Betsey 8. Morrill, 
Leroy F, Morse, 
Shepard Phillips, 


477 31 


972 25 
157 04 
$1,129 29 


S967 24 
1,317 04 


Received of Joseph Ayers, 


Samuel A. Morrill, “ 50 


090 00 
John Glines, 202 00 
Melinda Hoag, 400 00 
Mary Colby, 175 00 
Parsons Whidden, 1600 00 
True K. Mason, 120 00 
‘Adams K. Tilton, 700 00 
Dennis Kelley, 00 00 
Sarah Hancock, 110 00 
Elbridge G. Randall, 50 00 
Marstin M. Tallant, 250. 00 
Mary Davis, 500 00 
State ‘Treasurer, for State aid, 1853 54 
Samuel M. Thompson, 600 00 
Samuel Hill, 175 00 
State Treasurer, literary money, 105 57 
J. C. Wyatt, 100 00 
True H. Sanborn, | 200 00 
Andrew B. Taylor, 600 00 
Jesse D. Sanborn, 1,830 00 
Lyman R. Fellows, | 000 00 
Benjamin Whidden, 150 00 
Nathaniel Pallett, 200 00 
Sally Forrest, 600 00 
Wm. P. Whidden, 100 00 
Charles A. Gile, on oie 150 00 
W in. Jones, 300 00 
Sally Morrill, ¢ 500 00 
Mary Whitney, ¥: 700 00 
J. M. Harper, rh 200 00 
Sally B. Sanborn, “ 25 00 
Jeremiah C. Elliott, 300 00 
George W. Lake,  “ 100 00 
Ann M. Brown, rh | 300 00 
Eliza R. Randall,“ 25 00 
Benj. O.' Foster! ane oD 00 
Win. P. Mason, cor" 20 00 
Joseph Graham,  “ 150 00 
Sarah Graham, 6 100 00 
John W. Bonibet, “ | 100 00 
Andrew Moody, “ 200 00 
State Treasurer, bounty for vol’s, 1,800 00 
Charles W. Colby, on note, | 200 00 


’ 5 | 
Received of C. W. Batchelder, on note, 
Nathan Emery, sé 
Sally Bean, % 


State Treasurer, railroad tax, 


8S. S. Davis, Collector for 1868, 


city of Concord, for making road, 


Expenditures. 

Paid outstanding bills, as follows : 
Dr. Call, for medical services, 
Bounty money due Ezekiel Jones, 
Fogg & Hadley, printing town reports, 
EK. K. Webster, for medical services, 
Town of Franklin, in Benj. Heath case, 
Part of cost for same, 
S. Hanson’s bill for breaking roads, 
Charles H. Colby, for snowing bridge, 


Miscellaneous Bills. 
Paid Rollins & Co. for revenue stamps, 
B. W. Sanborn & Co, for stationery, 
D. L. Guernsey & Co w 


35 00 
100 00 
475 00 

70 55 
4,829 64 
16 00 


&30,760 58 


15 75 
300 00 
20 V0 
12 25 
150 00 
25 00 
11 82 

3 70 


$538 52 


12 25 
5) 81 


James Morgan & Co. for morphine for G. Dow, 14 00 


Abigail H. Dow, © 


Ebenezer Batchelder, services as surveyor, 


o 00 
2 00 


State Treasurer for stamping State assignments, 90 


Chas. Minot, use of money and services, 
Ralph Streeter for over tax in 1862 
traveller, in want, 

State bounty to C. C. Haskell, 
Non-resident highway receipts, 

L. T. Weeks, medical services, . 


L. T. Weeks, recording births and deaths, 


L. T. Weeks, blanks furnished, 
Samuel Gilman, over tax, 1863, 
John Colby, Wy ms 


T. L. Whidden, wood for town house and 


taking care of same, 
Jonathan Ayers, services as surveyor, 
Tax on town, 


00 
50 
19 26 
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$261 39 
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Roads and Bridges. 


Paid Moore & Cilley for spikes, 


Paid 


C. Smith & Co. for spikes, 

A. G. Foster, work on bridge, 
J. P. Kimball for bridge plank, 
Jesse Kimball " 

C78 J. CO iGrape rs 6c 


James Pallett: for work on eee? 


J. T. G. Emery ° 


George Scales, de “ 
B. B. Nudd, 6 66 
Joseph C. Glover “ 43 
J. S. Elkins ot “ 
T. L. Whidden 4. 


Asa Sargent for bridge strings, 
M. G. Botks for making new road, 
M. G. Boise for railing new road, 


Samuel Morril, for work and lumber on hollow 


route road, 
T. L. Witidden, work on badges, 
Jas. Ayers, « 


Notes Paid. 


N. H. Saviugs Bank, notes and interest, 
Lyman R. Fellows, note, 
James Sanborn, $4 8 
John A. Moores, « Ké 
Hannah H. Clough, “ 
Samuel Bailey, 6 $6 
Oliver Lock, 6 6 
William R. Lake, “ Zi 
Benoin Scales, 66 66 
Betsey 5S. Morril, . “ 6 
O. G. Cilley, at se 
Leroy F. Morse, ¢ iF 
Joseph Ayers, es As 
Peter Pero, $6 66 
Joshua Parker, 66 «“ 


Carter L. Tilotson, 
Jane A. Fowler, interest on note, 
G. Merrill, notes and interest, 

9 
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00 
00 
66 
62 
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18 45 
6 00 
6 00 


$242 11 


2.528 60 


511 25 
103 67 
379 52 
454 12 
686 95 
317 35 

62 90 

53 12 
251 67 
123 83 

67 60 
194 75 
216 40 


1793 93 


312 20 
12 35 
303 77 


OF 


Pv 
Paid Benja. Whidden, on note, 50 00 


$8,453 98 
Professional Services. 


Paid N. Butler’s bill, 2 00 
T>Perley’s,, “ 26 00 
&'S.. Davis, © 15 00 

$43 00 
School Money. 
Paid Dist. No. Peano Wiggin, Agent, 147 45 
i: 2— Moody Kmery sé 73 35 
i d—George B. Colby, “ - 82 84 
&c 4—-§. 8. Davis, 66 107 94 
66 oS—Wnm.H. Currier, “ 81 24 
i 6—Cyrus Brown, ts 127 03 
66 7—Samuel Hill, 6 180 20 
st 8—Joseph Woods, 6c 118 33 
a 9—Joshua Parker, +f 32 10 
of 10—D. M. Clough, 6 o4 49 
af 11—Leonard Colby, “ 30 50 
$6 12—John Wheeler, 6 55 80 » 
Sam’l. Neal, Loudon, taken from No. 4, 7 985 
$1104 22 
Town Officers. 

Paid L. T. Weeks, services as Town Clerk, 25 00 
Thomas. L. Whidden, agate. as Selectman, 61 50 
S. B. Foster, és 38 67 
eps L. Whidden, reeaenre | 15 00 

for services paying de- 

Ee aes upon U. 8S. soldiers, 20 00 
Expenses of Selectmen at office, oo 00 
Selectmen’s expenses away from office, includ- 

ing horse hire, os2m) Th 
8S. S. Davis, Collector, 79 59 
Auditors, 2 50 

$299 O1 


Superintending Scheol Committee. 


Paid Wm. H. Foster, 
L. T. Weeks, 16 00 


Paid Luther Sargent, 


Paid 


"Paid 


Drafted Men. 


Jeremiah C. Chamberlain, 
Philip C. Clough, 
Stephen M. Emery, 
Orrin G. Cilley, 
Joseph G. Clough, Jr., 
George Blanchard, 
Moses. M. Dustin, 
Smith L. Morrill, 
John Small, 

Charles E. Parker, 
Joseph HE. Kimball, 
Cyrus Knowles, 
William M. Cogswell, 
Francis L. Chaplin, 


For Volunteers. 


Charles C. Haskell, 
Warren B. Nudd, 
John Edmont, 
Daniel McGanis, 
William Brown, 
Thomas Henesy, 
Charles Williams, 


William Sanford, 


‘James Hanlan, 


James Johnson, 

James C. Stambrough, 
Henry Reinus, 

Joseph Bricket, 
George Edwards, 
Charles Anderson, 
John Mosley, 

William Sweeney, 
Joseph Williams, 
John Henderson, 


11,50 


ee 


$27 50 


300 00 
300 00 
300 00 
300 00 
300 00 


300 00 - 


300 00 
300 00 
300 00 
300 00 
300 00 
300 00 
300 00 
300 00 


$4,200 00 


300 00 
270 00 
565 00 
069 00 
065 00 
565 00 
065 00 
580 00 
580 00 
575 00 
580 00 
580 00 
580 00 
O70 00 
07) 00 
975 00 
075 00 
070 00 
070 00 


$10,325 00 


Me 


State Aid paid dependents on U. S. Soldiers. 


Paid Benjamin B. Nudd, 
Betsey McClentick, 
Catherine Nudd, 
Harriet Lock, 

Alice C. Austin, 
Malinda Burden, 
Prudence Bland, 
Lydia A. Bennett, 
Cynthia McDaniel, 
Mary KE. Noyes, 
Mary A. Tilotson, 
Luke Eastman, 

Mary A. Foss, 

Lizzie 8. Garland, 
Eliza Loverin 

Mary A. Dearborn, 
Laura J. Nudd, 

Mary E. Kimball, 
Joseph T. Brown and wife, 
Sarah McDaniel, 
Wm. McDaniel, 
Sarah A. Emery, 
Laura E. Haskell, 
Alice Pero, 

Royal Scales, disabied volunteer, 
Joseph Story, s 
George Scales, se 
Joseph Dow and wife, 
Lucinda Hall, 


Recapitutation. 


Outstanding bills, 

Miscellaneous expenses, 

Roads and bridges, 

Notes paid, 

Professional services, 

School money, 

Town officers, 

Superintending School Committee, 
State tax, 

County tax, 


136 00 
156 00 
73 60 
96 60 
148 40 
144 00 
144 00 
32 33 
87 66 
48 00 
21 00 
120 00 
144 00 
48 00 
69 06 
102 60 
73 60 
6 27 
168 00 
12 00 
12 00 
36 00- 
10 67 

~ 40 00 
42 40 
26 66 
48 00 
85 00 
12 00 


$2,143 85 


10. 


Non-resident highway receipts, 20 22 
Drafted men, 4,200,00 
Volunteers, 10,325 00 
Aid for soldiers’ dependents, 2,143 85 

| $29,788 33 


Financial Condition of the town, March 1, 1864. 
Due Polly Ham, note, ee In terGeh> $118 34 


Jane Haines, *“ 167 54 
Jonathan Randall, 707 16 
Francis Morrill, 094 00 
Charles H. Chase, 027 41 
Rachel Heath, 180 93 
Lucy F. Morse, 92 35 
Joseph G. Clifford, 327 96 
John A. Lougee, 327 28 
James 8S. Elkins, 775 42 
Dennis Kelley, 377 80 
True K. Mason, O16 06 
Abigail Garland, 613 02 
Abigail Parker, 218 04 
Charles W. Knight, 316 62 
Martin V. B. Davis, ALG 72 
James Sanborn, 215 38 
Jane Ann Fowler, 201 67 
David Morrill, 214 54 
Melinda B. Hoag, 013 63 
Harrison Brown, 343 26 
Thomas L. Whidden, 149 59 
Daniel Sanborn, 213 70 
John H. Irvin, 325 00 
Sarah French, 241 18 
Elbridge G. Randall, 103 23 
Cortez Randall, 416 21 
Lydia French, © 73 20 
S. P. Fowler, 1753 00 
Mittie C. Clough, 20 88 
Ruth Chase, 833 34 
Marden & Elkins, 416 67 
John Lyford, 78 13 
Betsey 8. Morrill, 259 89 
Shepard Phillips, 412 00 
John Glines, 261 45 


iL 


Joseph Ayers, 

Mary Colby, 
Parsons Whidden, 
Adams K. Tilton, 
Sarah Hancock, 
Marstin M. Tallant, | 
Mary Davis, 

Samuel M. T’hompson, 
Samuel Hill, : 
J. C. Wyatt, 

True H. Sanborn, 
Andrew B. Taylor, 
William Phillips, 

J. D. Sanborn, 
Lyman R. Fellows, 
Benjamin Whidden, 
Nathaniel Pallett, 
Sally Forrest, 

Wim. P. Whidden, 
Charles A. Gile, 
William Jones, 

Sally Morrill, 

Mary Whitney, 

Jos. M. Harper, 
Sally B. Sanborn, 
Jeremiah C. Elliott, 
George W. Lake, 
Ann M. Brown, 
Eliza R. Randall, 
Benjamin O. Foster, 
Wm. P. Mason, 
Joseph Graham, 
Sarah Graham, 

John W. Bonilet, 
Andrew Moody, 
Charles W. Colhy, 
Samuel A. Morrill, 
Charles W. Batchelder, 
Nathan Emery, 
Sally Bean, 

Wid. Sarah Randall, 


409 96 
180 16 


1634 50 


713 04 
112 29 
299 21 
510 76 
613 50 
178 65 
101 25 
007 25 
609 00 
oC7 00 


1844 4u 


507 OU 


102 08 


202 67 
608 00 
101 33 
102 00 
304 00 
814 17. 
708 16 
202 33 

25) 30 
303 33 
101 17 
303 33 

25 25 
Od 66 

20 22 
151 50 
101 00 
101 00 
202 00 
202 00 

30 50 

35 30 
100 83 


479 00 


236 00 


$27 405 58 
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Liabilities of the town, Literary fund not 


included, $27,405 58 
Due from 8. 8. Davis, Collector for 1863, $477 31 
oo) Sb) Waar. rier. or et meee, 
without abating taxes for  “ 130 77 
Amount in the Treasury, 1129 29 
Due from State for State aid for soldiers’ 
dependents, 1426 78 
ve $3164 15 
Liabilities of the town, $27,405 58 
Due as above, 3,164 15 
Indebtedness of the town, exclusive of Lit- 
erary fund, $24,241 43 
Amount due Literary fund, } $1,233 46 
THOMAS L. WHIDDEN,) Selectmen 
JOSEPH AYERS, of 
S. B. FOSTER, Canterbury. 


* The undersigned, appointed to audit the accounts of the 
Selectmen and Treasurer for the year 1863, have examined 
said accounts and find them correctly cast and properly 
vouched. 
JACOB C. WHIDDEN, avidit 
SOLOMON M. CLIFFORD, | by ies arts 


REPORT OF OVERSEER OF THE POOR. 


Receipts. 
City of Concord, for Mary Elliott, $38 50 
Merrimack county, for paupers, 1023 13 
¢1061 63 
Expenditures. 

Paid for Levi Bennett, $57 51 
Mary Elliott, 38 50 

John Glover, 40 44 

Martha and Lucy Burdeen, 66 29 
Prudence Bland, 11 94 


Electa A. Moody, 19 60 


13 
John Burdeen, 61 03 


Abel P. Gitchel, 6 06 
Polly Ash, | 11 02 
Lydia Marsh, 30 49 
James ‘I'wombly, 10 75 
Gordon Ingalls, © 60 00 
Henry Burnham, 48 '79 
Sampson Battis, 9 25 
Sibyll Stevens, 26 00 
Fanny Bland, 1 00 
William Clifford, 13 50 
Clara Robinson, 25 
Mary Bennett, 50 
Wid. of Hiram Miles, 19 26 
Thomas ‘Tucker, 10 00 
Peter Tucker, ) 75 
Postage stamps and envelopes, 1 00 
Jesse Kimball, for services at town 
farm, 312 73 
T. L. Whidden, Overseer of Poor, 43 00 
. $904 59 
Receipts, $1061 63 
Expenditures, 904 59 
Due from Overseer of Poor, | $157 04 
Inventory of Property at Town Farm. 
Farm 170 acres, $2000 00 
4 oxen, 260 00 
6 cows, 180 00 
3 shoats, 22 00 


7 tons English hay ; 2 tons meadow hay and straw; 8000 
feet lumber at mill in the log ; 5000 No. 1 hard shingles ; 
1000 feet sawed lumber, (part oak and part pine); 1 sett 
cart spokes ; 8 bushels wheat ; 8 bushels barley ; 4 bushels 
oats; 4 bushels peas; 1 bushel grass seed; 25 bushels 
corn ; 3 bushel beans; 24 bushels meal ; 2 barrels flour ; 
8 corn brooms ; 78 lbs. dried apples; 125 lbs. bacon ; 200 
Ibs. beef ; 200 Ibs. pork ; 200 lbs. mutton ; 20 lbs. butter ; 
1 barrel vinegar ; 10 gallons soap ; 50 bushels potatoes; 8 
bushels beets ; 85 lbs. candles and tallow; 25 Ibs. lard ; 
136 lbs. cheese ; 1 box fine salt ; 3 bushel coarse salt ; 4 


14 


gallons boiled cider ; 2 gallons molasses ; household furni- 
ture and farming tools, as good as last year; wood at the 
door sufficient to last one year. 


nts Expenditures at Town Farm. 
31 gallons molasses, 15,19 ; 109 lbs. sugar, 


14,70 ; | $29 89 
91 Ibs. tea, 6,87; 14 Ibs. soda, 1,35; 10 
rolls room paper, 1,00 ; 9 22 
9 barrels flour, 68,50; 1 plough, 11,50; 80 00 
142 yards sheeting, 38,77 ; 29 bushels pota- 
toes, 9,10 ; , 47 87 
200 Ibs. pork, 17,00 ; 564 lbs. beef, 25,40 ; 42 40 
1 barrel plaster, 1,50; 84 lbs. mackerel, 
5,13 ; 6,63 
76 lbs. fish, 4,30 ; salt, 6,88 ; 11 18 
17 gallons soap, 1,61; 4 bushels oats, 2,40 ; 4 01 
152 bushels corn, 15,50 ; 87 lbs. nails, 4,91 ; 20 41 
1 shovel and hoe, 1,62 ; 2 bonnets, 3,25 ; 4 87 
School books, 60; 1 calf, 4,00 ; 4 60 
1 skirt, 90 ; 1 lb. wicking, 90 ; 1 80 
Blacksmith bill, 10 00 
Spices, 80; 2 pair mittens, 1,50 ; 2 30 
Boots and shoes, 22,24 ; 2 scythes and ri- 
fles, 2,16; ° 24 40 
1 pump, 6,00 ; crackers, 1,50 ; 7 50 
3 lbs. putty, 24; cleaning clock, 695 ; 89 
Alcohol and peppermint, 1,31; sewing 
thread, 1,95 ; 3 26 
1 lb. raisins, 25; 6 hats, 5,50 ; 5 T5 
1 cap and pants, 4,50 ; 4 50 
Bennett & Tucker, for work, 22 50 
B. B. Nudd, for drawing lumber, 12 00 
David Morrill, saw bill, 67 89 
For milk-pans, baskets, tubs and water 
pails, : 6 50 
16 lbs. tobacco, 8 10 
M. N. Brown, for work, ! 218 
$440 65 


Receipts at Town Farm. 
169 lbs. butter, 40,60; 240 Ibs. cheese, 
| 31,39; | $71 99 
2 cords stove wood, 12 50 
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4 calf-skins, 6,00; 1 cow hide, 7,38 ; 2calves, 
15,00 ; 

1 shoat, 8,70 ; 8 bushels potatoes, 7,00; 

16 days work framing, 

o7 lbs. poultry, 7,99; 20 bushels oats, 13,50 ; 

9 flour barrels, 1,50 ; 1387 railroad sleepers, 
34,25 ; 

6,400 feet pine timber, 

Boot between oxen, 

Buying and selling sheep, 

For bridge plank, 

1 sheep, 

D. Morrill, for work and timber, 


Financial Condition at the Town Farm. 


Receipts. 


Jesse Kimball, balance in his hands on set- 
ment, 
Merrimack county, for support a paupers, 


Expenditures. 


Interest on farm, 

Jesse Kimball’s salary, 

Paid by T. L. Niele Shas: for paupers at 
farm, 


Balance due farm above expenditures, 


Whole number of weeks board at the farm 
for year ending March 1, 1863, 
Number now at the farm, 


THOMAS L. WHIDDEN, 


28 38 
15 70 
31 00 
21 49 


30 75 
106 00 
68 00 
16 11 
25 00 
3 00 
42 50 


$477 92 
$440 65 


$37 27 


$37 27 
655 90 


$693 17 


$120 00 
350 00 


15 205 


$465 25 


$227 92 


890 
18 


Overseer of the Poor. 
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REPORT 


OF THE 


SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 


In compliance with the provisions of the laws of this State, the Superintending 
School Committee of the town of Canterbury respectfully submit to their fellow- 
citizens, this, their annual report :— 


DISTRICT NO. 1. 


Summer term. Taught by Miss Fannie A. Morrill. We note fair progress 
in most of the branches taught. The improvement in reading was good, careful 
instraction was given in this important branch of study, the elementary princi- 
ples being strictly attended to. ‘The order was very good. It may be called a 
successful school. 

Winter term. Asa KE. Foster, teacher. Length of term 12 weeks. Whole 
number of scholars, 26. Average attendance, 18. ‘Twelve children in the dis- 
trict are reported as not attending school anywhere. This term, on the whole, 
was quite successful. A few of the scholars did not appear to have made so 
much improvement as was expected ; but a large majority seemed to be interest- 
ed in their studies and had made highly creditable advancement. 


DISTRICT NO. 2. 


Summer term. Taught by Miss Abbie C. Clough, who is very mild and 
amiable, with a patience almost equaling that of Job. She had the good of the 
pupils at heart and labored hard for their benefit. The general progress of the 
school was good. ‘The order was not quite perfect. ‘The teacher should exercise 
a little more authority at times, and when occasion calls not be sparing in the use 
of the rod. 

4 Winter term. William H. Foster, teacher. Length of term, 514 weeks.— 

Whole number of scholars, 25. Average attendance, 23. Ten children in the 
district are reported as not attending school anywhere. The teacher succeeded, 
as usual, in arousing a strong interest in the school and its exercises in the minds 
of his scholars, and though the term was short, marked improvement was made. 
The promptness and distinctness with which the answers were given at the final 
examination, were worthy of praise and imitation. 


DISTRICT NO. 3. 


Summer term. Susie B. Smart, teacher. Length of term, 10 weeks.— 
Whole number of scholars, 20. Average attendance, 13. Number of children 
not attending school anywhere, 4. This school at its final examination appeared 
to have made very good improvement. The answers were given with a prompt- 
ness and distinctness that indicated that the scholars were reciting, not guessing, 

Winter term. Taught by Clara E. Smart. Length, 13 weeks. Whole num- 
ber of scholars, 16. Average attendance, 13. ‘Chis teacher succeeded well, and 
the school exhibited a good degree of improvement and fully maintained its 
reputation as one of the most quiet schools in town. 


18 


DISTRICT NO. 4. 


Mr. S. S. Davis, Prudential Committee. Summer term. Miss Phebe E. 
Harper, of Loudon, teacher. Number of scholars, 80. Average attendance, 24. 
Term continued 8 weeks. Miss Harper was an active and efficient teacher, and 
gave general satisfaction. ‘The reading and spelling, in the first class, were ex- 
cellent. The lower classes were passable. The class in Greenleaf’s Common 
School, and also in Adams’, made good ‘and commendable progress; solving 
their questions upon the board in aclear and instructive manner. Three young 
ladies in Algebra worked and explained their examples upon the board with 
perfect ease, and in an interesting manner. Three in grammar passed well. The 
others decent. In geography, they answered very correctly and with much inter- 
est. The writing in this school was very commendable; and the teacher worthy 
of confidence and much praise. ; 

Winter term. Miss Annie M. Osgood, of Loudon, teacher. Number of 
scholars, 30. Average attendance, 27. Miss Osgood isa thorough and accom- 
plished teacher. The instruction and management of this school were productive 
of very happy results. Miss Osgood exerted upon her scholars such influence as 
secured their affections and confidence, interested them very much in their studies, 
and developed in them the feelings and sentiments which adorn the character of 
children and youth. The deportment of the scholars at the closing examination 
was worthy of much praise. The reading and spelling in the first class were su- 
perior to what we usually find in common schools. And in fine the reading 
throughout was of the first order. It showed conclusively that the teacher had 
taken much pains in that important branch. Theclass in Greenleaf’s Common 
School Arithmetic had nearly or quite mastered it, being able to solve the most 
difficult questions, and give explanationsupon the blackboard readily and. with 
much accuracy. ‘Those in Colburn’s and Holbrook’s answered promptly and 
very correctly. The recitations in geography passed off with much spirit and 
energy. The class in grammar stands high in the estimation of the Committee. 
The four young ladies in Robinson’s Algebra acquitted themselves honorably, 
their demonstrations upon the board being very clear and interesting. On the 
whole, through the energy and exertion of Miss Osgood as a teacher and the 
cheerful co-operation of her pupils, this school made good proficiency during the 
term of 12 weeks. ‘The writing was fair with good improvement. Singing was 
interspersed during the exercises’ with much animation. Declamation good. 
Introductory gracefully performed. Valedictory creditable. 


DISTRICT NO. 5. 


Mr. Wm. H. Currier, Prudential Committee. Summerterm. Miss S. Lizzie 
Foster, of Canterbury, teacher. Number of scholars, 27.. Average attendance, 
22. Miss Foster had taught in this district one term before, it being the same in 
which she resides, and her services as a teacher are considered valuable among 
us. Her mode of government is persuasive and affectionate. She took the live- 
liest interest in her pupils, and exerted over them a healthy moral influence. 
The order and regulations of the school were good. ‘The reading in the first 
class was above meidiocrity.. In the other classes fair. The class in Greenlealf’s 
Common School Arithmetic appeared well. The examples put upon the board 
were explained ina clear and interesting manner. Those in Colburn’s, Hol- 
brook’s and Greenleaf’s Primary, were passable. Two in Algebra explained well 
as far as they had advanced. ‘The firstclass in Geography made marked im- 
provement, answering with much accuracy. Those in the Introductory gave 
signs of improvement. The writing was fair, with some gain. Miss Foster as 
a teacher deserves praise for her fidelity and success. 

Winter term. Mr. Charles M. Emery, teacher. Number of scholars, 31. 
Average attendance, 25. Mr. Emery succeeded in getting up a good degree of 
enthusiasm among his pupils, and the improvement was generally good. The 
government and instruction of the school deserve the highest commendation. 
The scholars showed the value of a thorough education. My. Emery governs his 
scholars persuasively, yet effectually. His whole influence is excellent. Our 
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schools all need such teachers. ‘The reading in the first class was of high order. 
In the second, also, it was very good. The other classes were passable. In 
Holbrook’s Arithmetic improvement was visible. The class in Colburn’s was of 
high rank, and sustained itself well. Those in the National and Common 
School Arithmetics, acquitted themselves with great credit; solving the most 
difficult questions upon the board with great clearness and precision. The two 
young ladies in Robinson’s Algebra were of the first rank, and stood high in the 
estimation of the Committee. They solved their questions readily and explained 
them with clearness. ‘The other two ladies in Davies’, although considerably 
younger, are deserving of praise for the clearness in which they explained exam- 
ples upon the board. The other recitations were good, questions being met with 
promptness and generally answered correctly. Writing fair with some improve- 
ment. Mr. Hmery worked hard for his pupils, and is worthy of praise and the 
continued confidence of the district. . 


DISTRICT NO. 6. 


Summer term. ‘Taught by Miss Mary E. Lyford. The order and_ progress 
in this school were very satisfactory. Some classes improved finely. The teach- 
er is thorough and works energetically for the pupils under her charge. ‘This 
school compares favorably with others in town. 

Winter term. ‘Taught by Mr. Silas W. Davis. If reports are to be credited, 
there was certainly room for improvement in the general management of the 
school. How far district prejudices are to be entertained, is not for us to say. 
But judging from the appearance of the school on examination day, it may be 
considered about an average success, though that spirit and enthusiasm so _neces- 
sary to the success of our common schools, were here almost entirely wanting. 


DISTRICT NO. 7. 


Samuel Hill, Esq., Prudential Committee. Summer term. Miss Juliette 
Kimball, of Canterbury, teacher. Number of scholars, 42. Average attendance, 
35. In the first class, the reading was very good, and much improvement was 

_made in that branch of education during the term. All the other classes were 
passable, but not equal in improvement. The class in Greenleaf’s Common 
School Arithmetic showed to a good advantage; explaining and illustrating their 
examples upon the board with ease and correctness. The class in Adams’, 
recited well, and performed very well on the blackboard. The classes in Col- 
burn’s were very ready and accurate, and well posted. Those in Holbrook’s and 
Emerson’s, made laudable improvement. Two in Davies’ Algebra well, as far 
as they had advanced. In Grammar and Geography, the recitations were highly 
interesting for the correctness in which they answered. The class in History de- 
serve praise for the manner in which they reviewed each separate topic by itself, 
and for the correct answers given thereto. This school made good advancement. 
The term continued 12 weeks. Miss Kimball is a progressive teacher, possessing 
those qualities which bring into use, in the right time and place, means which are 
adapted to the growing necessities of those under her charge, These are the 
teachers we most need. The order of this school was good. Much improve- 
ment in writing. Singing was practiced during the term with good effect. 

Winter term. Mr. Henry W. Smart, of Franklin, teacher. Number of schol- 
ars, 39. Average attendance, 32. Term,12weeks. Mr. Smart seemed at once 
to enter with enthusiasm into the pleasant task of imparting instruction to his 
pupils. He manifested a good degree of interest at all times for the benefit of his 
pupils. The progress attending his efforts made the school creditable to both 
teacher and scholars, and therefore good improvement was the result during the 
term. ‘The first class in reading read very well, but much lower than they ought. 
This was a general fault throughout the school in reading and also in answering 
questions. ‘The second elass read much louder than the first, and pretty correct- 
ly. ‘The other reading classes were passable. The class in Greenleaf’s Arithmetic. 
were ready at the blackboard, and solved their questions and gave explanations 
with correctness and ease. The class in Adams’, though much younger, appeared 
familiar at the board,applying their rules with promptness, solving and explaining 
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with accuracy. The smaller classes showed signs of advancement. The classes 
in Grammar and Geography deserve praise ; History equal to any found. An- 
swers prompt and very correct. Two in Physiology used the charts to a good 
advantage, and seemed to well understand what they had passed over. 


DISTRICT NO. 8. (SHAKERS.) 


Summer term. Instructed by Angeline B.Clifford and Abbie Trull. This school 
as usual made good proficiency. The teachers evidently spared no pains to ad- 
vance the pupils in their studies, yet not at the expense of thoroughness and in- 
vestigation,qualities always observable here. Writing here received that attention 
its importance demands. One class in mental arithmetic recited the multiplica- 
tion table correctly up to twenty-five times twenty-five. 

Winter term. Taught by Nicholas A. Briggs. Your Committee were very 
much gratified with the appearance of the school on the day of examination. 
The answers were ready and prompt and showed a thorough knowledge of the 
different studies pursued. Some excellent specimens of map drawing were ex- 
hibited. The school, viewed in all its aspects, was in the highest degree satisfac- 
tory, showing conclusively that both teacherand scholars had done their whole 
duty. This district the past season has been at a large expense in building a 
new schoolhouse, and in fitting it up in the most convenient and substantial 
manner. ‘They have now one of the best, and probably the very best, school- 
house in Merrimack County. 


DISTRICT NO. 9. 


Mr. Joshua Parke, Prudential Committee. Summer term. Miss Sarah L. 
Leavitt, of Loudon, teacher of both terms. The summer term kept eight weeks, 
not however from the town’s money,for that was not sufficient for so long a term. 
The parents of this small but spirited district, through their liberality, contribut- 
ed four dollars, and in consequence of this, the school kept the number of weeks 
named. Number of scholars, 6. Average attendance, 514. This was Miss 
Leavitt’s first attempt at teaching ; aiid she proved herself energetic, and highly 
competent for the place she occupied. The deportment of her little flock, at both 
the closing examinations, was highly commendable. At the last examination of 
the winter term, the reading in the first class was excellent. The others read very 
well. The four young ladies appeared remarkably well, in all their recitations. 
In Greenleaf’s Common School Arithmetic, they have advanced very rapidly, 
solving the questidns proposed, and promptly explaining them from the board.— 
The exercise in geography was animated, and interesting. In Greenleaf’s Intel- 
lectual, there was promptness in the answers that indicated much study. In Hol- 
brook’s, improvement good. In grammar, they analyzed readily and passed 
well. The declamation by the ladies, and also by the gentlemen, was good, and 
aided to give a pleasing variety to the occasion. The valedictory was highly 
creditable to its author. The writing showed diligence on the part of the teacher, 
and good improvement on the part of the scholars. Miss Leavitt is an efficient 
teacher, and merits praise for her faithfulness. 


DISTRICT NO. 10. 


D. M. Clough, Esq., Prudential Committee. Mr. George D. Stackpole, of 
Webster, teacher of the winter term. Nosummer school was kept in this district. 
Number of scholars, 13 ; average attendance, 12. Number of weeks kept, 10.— 
In reading, great improvement was made in each class. Those in the Common 
School Arithmetic merit praise, having nearly mastered its contents during the 
term. On being called out to solve and explain the fundamental rules, fractions, 
interest, square and cube root, they performed the operations upon the board with 
much accuracy and promptness, showing that they had a clear understanding of 
that which they had been attending to. Those in Colburn’s, and Greenleaf’s 
Primary, showed muchimprovement. One young lady in Davies’ Algebra made | 
her demonstrations upon the board very clear and interesting and merited much 
praise. The classes in Grammar and Geography appeared to have a very good 
understanding of what they passed over. One lady in Cornell’s High School 
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Geography sustained herself well; three in Quackenbos’ History far better than 
we usually find; in Writing some improvement. ‘The compositions read mani- 
fested a good moral sentiment. ‘The valedictory displayed a good degree of 
ability, and was spoken of in high terms by those who listened to it. Mr. Stack- 
pole gave himself up manfully to his work as a teacher, and secured the confi- 
dence and co-operation of the parents and scholars in his efforts to advance the 
interest of education among them. May he be equally successful in future. 


DISTRICT NO. 11. 


The summer and fall terms of this school, were both taught by Eliza Randall. 
Length of summer term, 7 weeks—fall term, 8 weeks. Whole number of scholars 
in summer, 11 ; in fall, 12. Average attendance for both terms, 8. It appeared 
at the close of the schools in this district, that the time had been profitably em- 
ployed. But a small amount of school money falls to this district, yet the 
scholars will compare favorably with those of the same age in other districts in 
town. 


DISTRICT NO. 12. 


Summer Term. Taught by Miss Augusta C. Foster,—who is a well qualified, 
hard working teacher. This was her first term, yet she succeeded admirably in 
training the scholars to habits of order, system and thoroughness, and in cultivat- 
ing a taste for study. It was decidedly a protitable school. The school-room 
was very tastefully decorated on examination day, which showed that the beauti- 
ful as well as the useful had not been neglected. 

Winter Term. Col. John Wheeler Prudential Committee. Mr. David B. 
Mason, of Loudon, teacher. Number of scholars 33. Average attendance 21. 
Number of weeks 10. In reading and spelling, improvement was made in 
the different classes during the term. In arithmetic the class in Greenleaf’s Com- 
mon School, considering their ages, was nearly on an average with other schools 
in town. ‘They appeared to be at home at the black-board, and solved their ques- 
tions, repeated the rules, and gave their demonstrations with ease and correct- 
ness. Those in the Intellectual and Primary, did not answer with that prompt- 
ness which the committee had reason to expect. Two young ladies in Davies’ 
Algebra held rank with those in other schools who used the same book. The 
first class in Grammar did honor to themselves and their teacher, and deserve 
credit for their correctness in analyzing and parsing. ‘The others were passable. 
In Geography the answers were prompt and satisfactory. The class in History 
performed well, their answers being given at length and very correct. In writ- 
ing some gain was perceptible. In the teacher’s remarks he charges certain pa- 
rents of interfering with his ‘school and taking their children from the school- 
room, thereby injuring them and proving detrimental to his schoo]. If this be 
80, itis wrong. Parents should wait for an investigation in such cases before 
they take rash steps. The committee at the closing examination noticed a num- 
ber of vacant seats ; but one fact is plain, those who were present showed them- 
selves well, and merit a good degree of praise, and the committee have a right to 
presume that if all had remained in school, or at least all that were not prevented 
by sickness, their improvement might have been equally as good. 


CLOSING REMARKS, 


Fe.tow Cirizens:—By entrusting to our oversight the education of the 
young, you have given us a token of your confidence which we acknowledge with 
gratitude. As we are able, it has been our aim, to meet the high responsibilities 
and to discharge the duties of our office. It must not be supposed, however, that 
everything which was desirable, has been done. As, at present, this was impos- 
sible or impracticable, much will be left to be planned and executed by others. 
The expansive design of our common school system—the education of the whole 

eople—a design never to be contracted or forgotten, though now but partly un- 
folded, will not fail to win your favor and excite your reverence. Two hundred 
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years have elapsed since it was originated bythe Pilgrims. Ours is the sixth gen- 
eration which has felt its,influence, and proved its’ practicability. It has many 
arguments in its favor, and isno longer an experiment. With a just regard to 
health, taking the little child under its fostering care, it proposes to fit him for 
life—to awaken in him a sense of his individuality of character, to impress him 
with the fact that he has but one life to live, and to make him feel his obligation 
to become the best, the most useful and the happiest man he can. It reminds 
him that he is born for society, and proceeds to his training for the family, the 
town, the State, the nation, and the world. lt would give him a true, a clear 
view of all his social relations, with the power requisite to sustain them, and to 
advance their interests. Comprehending the wants, the spirit, the character of 
the age, it would bring the ushering generations to its level, that their career may 
begin where others leave the stage. By sowing in the infant mind the germs of 
knowledge, by revealing to it the true principles of taste, by giving it the right in- 
tellectual direction, by inspiring it with the love of truth, thas, prompting to orig- 
inal investigations, it would impart that skill for self-culture, which cannot fail to 
enrich and adorn mature life. It does not pause here; but by acultivation of the 
moral and religious powers of the soul, it seeks cautiously and faithfully, to rem- 
edy the wayward tendencies of human nature. Such is the complex, but noble 
design of our Common Schools. It can only be realized by the appropriate cul- 
ture of every child. This comprises the faithful discipline of the whole intel- 
lect. 

Therefore, fellow citizens, you may see some few of the many beauties of the 
common school system if rightly carried out. 


Now, fellow-townsmen, you see the interest taken at this time in our common 
schools makes the duty of him who is to report upon their progress, an important 
one. Considering the facilities for improvement furnished by the intelligence of 
a progressive people, the public have reason to expect an advancement in literary 
culture, according to the provisions which furnish and sustain it. Possessing 
these resources, both in mind and pecuniary means, all interested in the mental 
culture of our youth, willturn the pages of this report, as in previous years, with 
interest. : 

The Committee are happy to report the schools, in a majority of cases, as hav- 
ing been harmonious and successful, realizing to their members the advantages, 
under which others have unfortunately labored, will, we trust, in lessons of wis- 
dom, more than realize unto them in the future what they have lost in the past. 
The idea, expressed in no small degree, through the indifference of some parents, 
that children are to be educated independent of interest or effort outside of those 
officially employed, is amistaken one. The community as a mutual compact, in 
sustaining a system of education which shall irrespectively reach every child, are 
under individual obligations in the support of such means as will meet the grow- 
ing necessities of our promising youth. Could a hearty co-operation be manifest- 
ed by all, our schools would be raised to a much higher standard. 


There have been cases where teachers did notin every respect meet the expecta- 
tions of the committee; a misfortune which affects our system of popular educa- 
tion beyond the precincts of this report. Such must unavoidably be the experi- 
ence of many schools; a difficulty is felt, not chargeable wholly upon the exam- 
ining committee ; for while the candidate may give in point of scholarship, the 
most flattering hope of success, the undiscoverable qualities of discipline must be 
development of the school-room. Again, the combined qualities of our most suc- 
cessful teachers may often fail in their exercise from antagonistic agencies, be- 
yond the control of the committee or teacher. 

Now, feilow-citizens, in reviewing the year, many important suggestions might 
be made relating to the disadvantages affecting our system of schools. To elab- 
orate upon such means as would remedy these deficiencies, would go beyond the 
allowable capacity of this report. But, fellow-townsmen, a greater interest should 
be manifested on the part of parents in the punctuality of their children. Parents, ' 
teachers and scholars should exert themselves to make our schools more interest- 
ing. Ifin schools the daily exercises are pleasing and interesting, the more inter- 
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esting will be our closing examinations. Compositions and declanilion, Be ve 
been required by some of the teachers, and interesting exercises in this depart- 
ment have been enjoyed by the friends ‘of our schools. At examination, in two 
or three instances, Pee have been iasNupsan by the ‘apie, highly creditable to 
theirauthors. 

Your Committee are happy. to ‘mention the visit of our County Commissioner, 
whose visits to three of our schools, though short, were full of instruction. The 
gratification of the committee, teachers and scholars was no greater than the sat- 
isfaction expressed by him in the general appearance of our schools. Mr. Hay- 
ward having long experience as a teacher, can at once read the character of a 
school. His visit, so profitable to us, will long be remembered. The theories ad- 
vanced in his public address, we hope to see in practice. 

And now, fellow-citizens, allow your Committee to express their gratification 
in the general and happy results of our common schools the past year. The 
smiling faces of our promising youth, the universal respect manifested in their 
neat and orderly appearance, are spots of sunshine in our paths. Long may 
their lives be spared, and under the high culture of heaven, may the benign influ- 
ence develope their minds for intellectual and moral usefulness. 

Respectfully submitted. 
WM. H. FOSTER, ) Superintending 
L. T. WEEKS, School — 
LUTHER SARGENT, § Committee. 
CANTERBURY, February 29, 1864. 
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